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This offer came in response to Rahul Gandhi’s challenge to Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi for a direct debate on the ECI and the SIR. 

Gandhi has alleged that these bodies committed widespread 

irregularities, effectively depriving 130 million (13 crore) people of their 

right to vote.

The underlined message of the Home Minister was that  the Parliament 

is the real platform where  he  will be made accountable for his 

allegations which are widely off the mark.. Home Minister has proved 

that with all the facts and figures , and still in the democratic spirit he 

has offered the LoP to debate the issue in the Parliament . the idea is to 

sift facts from fiction . The narrative in the streets  on electoral rolls 

distortion is not only hollow rhetoric but also a crude attempt to 

damage the image of the country .

Home Minister made  these remarks at “ Save Democracy, Remove 

Anarchy” rally in Karnal, Haryana on Thursday- November 5, 2026.

This political standoff reveals two distinct realities. First, it shows that 

the Congress leader, who has been leading street protests, is realizing 

that his current methodology is no longer sustainable. Public opinion is 

turning against his party due to the frequent blocking of streets and the 

disruption of daily routines—particularly impacting the business 

community during the ongoing festive season. Consequently, the 

protests have begun to backfire.

Second, while Gandhi has recognized that debate is the only viable 

alternative, he has misread how debate functions within a 

parliamentary democracy. The streets are not the appropriate platform; 

Parliament is. The Lok Sabha is elected every five years by millions of 

voters specifically for law -making and constructive debate. It is ironic 

that Rahul Gandhi, a scion of the Nehru-Gandhi family, is undermining 

the very purpose of Parliament. It is not merely a temple of democracy 

where crores of voters show their devotion; it is the living embodiment 

of the country’s social, cultural, and civilizational ethos.

Parliament is a forum where the entire spectrum of Indian 

politics—both the treasury and opposition benches—gathers 

under one roof to deliberate on national issues. While the 

Leader of the House, Prime Minister Modi, and the LoP, Rahul 

Gandhi, are pivotal figures, they remain components of the 

House. They are not just two individual leaders; they 

represent the collective will of the people vested in 

Parliament. Therefore, they should never be reduced to a 

split-screen spectacle between two individuals. No debate 

conducted outside the House, without the participation of all 

other members arguing for or against a motion, carries 

credibility or democratic value. The mere suggestion of 

holding this debate in the open, outside of Parliament, 

undermines not only the legislature but also the Election 

Commission itself.

Moving beyond procedural arguments, Home Minister Amit 

Shah presented hard facts and figures to correct the record, 

exposing the misinformation being spread regarding the 

alleged deletion of 130 million voters. He dismissed the claims 

made by Rahul Gandhi and his supporters as hollow, providing 

a precise statistical breakdown:

·       28 million belonged to deceased individuals, prompting 

the question of how the dead could remain on active electoral 

rolls.

·       62.5 million were citizens who had relocated, meaning 

their names were updated to reflect their new places of 

residence where they gained voter status.

·       10 million (1 crore) were registered at three different 

places across the country, a duplication that cannot legally be 

permitted.

·       30 million (3 crore) did not come forward before the 

Election Commission out of fear.

The Home Minister asserted that these remaining 30 million 

undocumented individuals are Rahul Gandhi’s true concern. 

Because statistics do not lie, it would be prudent for the LoP 

to address these specific figures first. There is no escaping 

these objective data points.

The concern for these individuals, as highlighted by the Home 

Minister, poses an irredeemable threat to national security. 

Granting undocumented immigrants the power to influence 

the nation's decision-making and lawmaking processes 

constitutes a grave injustice to Indian citizens. No government 

worth its salt—least of all the Modi administration—can permit 

this.

Amit Shah’s message has resonated across the nation, and the 

sooner Rahul Gandhi accepts this reality, the better. The LoP 

must heed the warning delivered by the Home Minister: 

“Rahul ji, you may express as much concern for infiltrators as 

you wish, but Modi Ji’s resolve remains clear: Detect, Delete, 

and Deport. Infiltrators will be identified, removed from the 

electoral rolls, and deported from the country.”

Debate is the essence of democracy. However, there is something even more 

vital to Indian democracy: conducting those debates within the designated 

institutions established to enlighten the public— Parliament.

Home Minister Amit Shah correctly informed the Leader of the Opposition 

(LoP) and Congress leader, Rahul Gandhi, that he is welcome to debate his 

grievances regarding the Election Commission of India (ECI) and the Special 

Intensive Revision (SIR) inside Parliament. To facilitate this, the Home 

Minister even offered to convene a special parliamentary session.
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